2g6	A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
It is humanly probable that Duke Casare was the son of
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere by Madonna Giovanna de'
Catanei. He was born in 1474, "son of a cardinal bishop
and a married woman." The following year, 1475, the lady
bore to Cardinal Rodrigo de Langol y Borja, Don Juan
Francisco; in 1478, Madonna Lucrezia; in 1481, Don
Gioffredo. It is as humanly natural that, aftet the birth of
Duke Cesare, Cardinal Rodrigo should win the mother
from Cardinal Giuliano; as that in 1492 he should win the
Triregno from him in full conclave. The two prelates were
antipathetic from heel to crown. There was bound to be
rivalry between them. The loss of the papal throne in 1492
would have embittered Cardinal Guiliano della Rovere:
but, by itself, hardly could have imparted that virulent
vicious smack to his revenge that made him agonize, dur-
ing twenty years, to dispossess and grind to powder the
House of Borgia. The introduction of the feminine ele-
ment provides a key to the enigma of that pettiness.
The narration of Varillas, therefore, deserves considera-
tion as a contribution to the solving of the mysteries of the
unquenchable hatred of Dellarovere for Borgia, and of
Duke Cesare's relations with the Lord Alexander P.P. VI.
Whatever the truth may be, it is circumstantially evident
that to Duke Cesare de Valentinois della Romagna, his
advocacy or neutrality, his influence exercised or his ab-
stention from opposition, Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere
owed his election in the Conclave of November 1503, He
chose to be called the Lord Julius P.P. II.; and He in-
stantly set about the ruin of the House of Borgia.
The three Borgia cardinals naturally did not vote for
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere. Cardinal Luis Juan de
Mila y Borja did not deign to attend the Conclave: but
remained at his bishopric of Lerida in Spun. Cardinal
Pedro Luis de Lan<;ol y Borja, immediafo iy after the

